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WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced      today that the House Appropriations Committee has approved $325,000      for Girls Incorporated of the Berkshires to renovate and update      its center in Pittsfield.

     Olver is a member of the Appropriations Committee and secured the      funding in the House version of the fiscal year 2003 Veterans Administration,      Housing and Urban Development, and Independent Agencies Appropriations      bill.

     Girls Inc. of the Berkshires is a community-based social service      organization that provides support and advocacy for low- to moderate-income      families. At its center in Pittsfield, Girls Inc. provides childcare,      after school programs, and recreational and athletics programs for      all ages. It also offers prevention programs and family counseling.      While programs offered by Girls Inc. have grown over the years,      it has been 40 years since the center’s main building has been      refurbished, other than emergency repairs to the pool’s roof.

     “This funding will help bring the center into compliance with      current building codes and ADA requirements. The building will be      made more energy efficient, will require less maintenance and will      meet the needs of Girls Inc. for 40 to 50 years to come,” Olver      said. “These renovations will also enable Girls Inc. to provide      a greater number of families with the skills they need to lead productive      lives.”

     The funding will help with a range of repairs and renovations that      will be done in phases. The earmark will help improve handicapped      access, expand and improve the parking lot, repair mechanical, electrical      and plumbing systems, and replace the windows and heating and cooling      systems.

     The House bill still needs to be reconciled with the Senate version      of the bill. It is likely the two versions will be reconciled and      a final bill will be approved in the coming months. Olver expects      this project will be included in the final bill.
     For more information, please contact Carol Bradwell, executive director      of Girls Inc. of the Berkshires, at 413-442-5174.
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